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Testimonyto the City Councilof theCity andCountyof Honolulu
Wednesday,June

5
th, 2013 at 10 a.m.

RE: BILL 11: RELATING TO THE OPERATINGBUDGET AND PROGRAMFOR THE FISCAL
YEAR JULY 1,2013TO JUNE 30, 2014.

Aloha Chair Martin, Vice-ChairAnderson,andmembersof the City Council,

HSEA is anon-profittradeorganizationthathasbeenadvocatingfor solarenergysince1977,with an
emphasison residentialdistributedgenerationandcommercialfor bothsolarhot water(SHW) and
photovoltaics(PV). Wecurrentlyrepresent70 companies,andourmembersincludeinstallers,
contractors,manufacturers,distributers,the utility, andothers. With 35 yearsofadvocacybehindus,
HSEA’s goal is to work for asustainableenergyfuturefor all of Hawaii.

HSEA supportstheprovisionsin Bill 11 whichprovidesfunding for an additionalsix full time
electrical inspectorsfor the fiscal yearbeginningJuly 1, 2013.

DBEDT estimatesthatthesolar industrycomprisesapproximately26% of Hawaii’s entireconstruction
income. Fueledby the highestelectricratesin thenation,andthe public’s desireto takechargeof their
electric bills andinvest in the state’sgreenenergyinfrastructure,the solarindustryhasexperienced
rapidgrowth in theselast few years. The numberof permitsissuedfor PV projectson Oahuincreased
from 698 permitsin 2009 to 12,266permitsissuedin the first halfof 2013.This is good newsbothfor
the utility customerand for the stateas wework to reduceourdependenceupon importedfossil fuels.

However,this rapid increasein the numberof permitsissuedandthesubsequentrequestsfor inspections
hasled to lengthydelaysfor homeownersandbusinessesthatwishto completetheprocessandbeginto
generatetheir own electricity. Many havereportedwaits of threeor moremonthsto get aninspection,
andthesewaits delayboththeactivationof net energymeteringagreements,andthecollectionof lease
paymentsasthe systemsmustbeoperablebeforepaymentbegins.

In addition,althoughthe numberof installationshas increasedrapidly in thepastfour years,Hawaii is
still a longwaysfrom reachingits cleanenergygoals. Currently,NEM systemsaccountfor around2%
of Hawaii’soverall generatingcapacity,whichshowsthatHawaii’s PV installationshaveonlyjust
begun. HSEAis thereforevery supportiveof theproposalto hire six additionalelectrical inspectorsto
helpensurethat inspectionswill be completedin atimely manner.

Thankyou for yourconsideration,andfor theopportunityto testify.

Mahalo,
Leslie Cole-Brooks
ExecutiveDirector
Hawaii SolarEnergyAssociation
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